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As we move through March everyone appears to 
have a little extra ‘bounce’ in their step – Spring is 
finally here! 
 
The blossom trees down Horsell High street are a 
beautiful sign to us all of the changing of the     
seasons. The children are excited to see the bulbs 
they planted as part of our ‘Plant a bulb’ day in 
the Autumn Term begin to grow and it’s been 
lovely to start enjoying some sunshine.  
This change in season has created a lovely, warm 
buzz around school, and everyone seems          
energized in their learning.   
 
Once again the children have done us proud and 
we have lots of achievements to share and cele-
brate with you.  
 
We are very excited to be inviting you into school 
in a few weeks time to see the children’s superb 
learning as part of our parent conferences. Don’t 
forget to log on and book an appointment.  
 
I would also like to update you on some staffing 
changes that are happening at school in the 
Summer Term.  

 
We are very fortunate to have Mrs 
Sharkey returning to The Horsell Vil-
lage School as Deputy Headteach-
er. Mrs Sharkey has just finished her 
maternity leave, but prior to that 
was on a year’s secondment to 
The Oaktree School in Woking as 
Acting Headteacher.  
 
As you know, Miss May has been 
our interim Deputy Headteacher 
during Mrs Sharkey’s absence. I am 
sure you join me in thanking Miss 
May for the amazing contribution 
she has made to the school during 
her time in this role. Miss May will 

continue in her role as Head of Early Years.  
 
I look forward to us all working together as a new 
leadership team alongside Miss Richardson in 
continuing on our journey of moving the school 
forward and providing our children with a rich 
and engaging educational experience.  
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Diary Dates  

Thursday 17th 

March  

Otters Class Assembly 9.00 am  

Monday 21st 

March  

World Poetry Day  

 Snowy Owls Parent Conferences  

9.00 am to 12.00 noon  

Tuesday 22nd 

March  

Hedgehogs Parent Conferences  

9.00 am to 12.00 noon  

Wednesday 

23rd March  

Rabbits Parent Conferences  

9.00 am to 12.00 noon  

 Evening Parent Conferences for 

all classes 4.00 pm to 7.00 pm  

Thursday 24th 

March  

Foxcubs Class Assembly 9.00 am  

 Squirrel Parent Conferences  

9.00 am to 12.00 noon  

Friday 25th 

March  

Badgers Parent Conferences  

9.00 am to 12.00 noon  

Monday 28th 

March  

Foxcubs Parent Conferences 

9.00 am to 12.00 noon  

Tuesday 29th 

March  

Barn Owls Parent Conferences  

9.00 am to 12.00 noon  

 Easter Service in Church  

Children only   

Wednesday 

30th April  

Otters Parent Conferences  

9.00 am to 12.00 noon  

Thursday 31st 

March  

Rabbits Class Assembly 9.00 am  

 Tawny Owls Parent Conferences  

Friday 1st April  Spring Day   

End of Term– finish at 1.15pm 

Thursday 28th 

April 

Hedgehogs  Class Assembly 9.00 

am  

Thursday 5th 

May  

Badgers Class Assembly 9.00 am  
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A few little reminders 
• Can we please remind you that children or 

siblings should not be playing on the school 
play equipment during drop off and pick up. 

 
• Please ensure items of clothing are clearly 

labelled – our lost property pile has been     
increasing in size.  

 
• Please continue to follow the one way        

system as much as possible. Over the last 
few days there has been a bottle neck at 
the side gate from those trying to enter and 
those trying to leave.   

 
• If you come to school on a scooter or a bike, 

please make sure you use the bike rails to 
store them up for the day. Please remind 
your children that they should not be riding 
them in the playground in the morning.  

 
 
Thank you everyone for your support with these 
matters– it is greatly appreciated.  

This half term our Jigsaw unit is called ‘Healthy 
Me’ 
During this jigsaw unit we will be focusing on:  
• How to keep ourselves healthy, focusing on  

healthy foods, nutrition, healthy lifestyle 
choices– linking health and happiness, the 
importance of sleep and how to keep our-
selves clean.  

• How to develop and support a positive 
mindset and self.  

• Motivation strategies  
• Relaxation strategies  
• How to keep ourselves safe– looking at 

road safety, stranger dangers, medicines 
within the house and keeping safe online.  

 
Each Jigsaw piece starts with a whole school re-
flection which visits the core message of the unit. 
Elements of PSHE are 
taught across all areas 
of the curriculum  with 
specific jigsaw lessons 
being taught  as part of 
our ‘Good to be me’ 
session on a Friday.  

Safeguarding.  
 
As a school over the last few weeks 
we have seen an increase in the 
number of children discussing and 
talking about games and videos they 
have seen at home that have been 
significantly over the age band for 
our children at The Horsell Village 
School.  
 
We know this can be incredibly hard 
to manage at home, especially with 
older siblings in the house and often 
it can pop up through adverts.  
 
Attached to the end of this           
newsletter is parental guidance from 
The National Online Safety team. This 
provides advice on what to look out 
for, how to set up parental locks and 
what to do if your child sees         
something that might make them  
upset.  
 
Should you need any advice or     
support in setting up parental locks, 
please contact the 
school, we would be 
more than happy to 
support.  

 Staffing Update Continued  
 
 
It is with great sadness that I 
have to inform you that Mrs 
Creasey will be leaving The 
Horsell Village School at 
Easter.  
 
 

Mrs Creasey has been successful in  
obtaining a role with Surrey Speech and       
Language team .  
 
Mrs Creasey has been at The Horsell Vil-
lage School for over 10 years and over 
these years has made a significant contri-
bution and impact on the lives of hun-
dreds of children.  
 
I am sure you join me in wishing her every 
success for the future.  
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This week at school we have been taking part in ‘National Science Week’. Each day the children 

have been exploring a different experiment. They have been practising their scientific observa-

tion skills as well as scientific vocabulary to describe what has happened.  Below are a few pic-

tures of the experiments we have been exploring– perhaps you might like to carry out your own 

experiment s at home  

Science Week  
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Last month we started immersing ourselves in all things farmyard. 

The children have enjoyed being able to retell well known stories 

and learn facts about different animals. They have been making 

their own farms as well as using their art skills, such as collage and 

drawing to create different animals. We have also been learning 

about numbers to 10 and being able to identify them as well as 

compare them. They have worked hard on being able to spot 

numbers within numbers. We enjoyed our walk to the library to 

look at books, the children loved finding new books about farms. 

This month, we are all very excited that we are going to visit God-

stone Farm on 25th March. Please refer to the letter for more infor-

mation. We will also be learning about tractors and how they and 

farms have changed over time. We will continue to develop our 

writing skills by writing our own stories and fact files about farms. 

We will also explore the life cycle of different animals and how 

they grow.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Year R 

Word Aware:  

Combine Har-

vester  

Seed 

Grow  

Barn  

Haystack 

Dates & Events   
Thursday 17th March – Otters Assembly 

Monday 21st March – World Poetry Day 

Wednesday 23rd March – Rabbits Parent Conferences 

Thursday 24th March – Foxcubs Assembly 

Friday 25th March – Visit to Godstone Farm 

Monday 28th March – Foxcubs Parent Conferences 

Wednesday 30th March – Otters Parent Conferences 

Thursday 31st March – Rabbits Assembly 

Friday 1st April – Spring Morning, End of Term (1.15pm) 

Phonics  
Mrs Shaw/Miss May: 
ai ee igh oa oo (long & short) ar or ow oi ear  
Mrs Knight:    
ar or ow oi ear air ure, consonant blends  
Mrs Dukes/Ms Powell: 
consonant blends, 2 syllable words  
Mrs Huntley-Robertson:  
h f b ff l ss ll 
Mrs Blows:  
igh, oa and ue sound families 
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Book Week  
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Learning from School        
Year R 
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Learning from School        
Year 1 

Wow what a fantastic start we have had to our ‘Fill up Fuel up’ 
topic!  

We really enjoyed reading ‘Burger Boy’, we were thinking 
about what our favourite food is and why. We have just fin-
ished reading ‘Pumpkin Soup’ where we were exploring our 
senses to describe a setting from the story. We will be writing 
our own version of the story with a change. We used a range 
of fruit and vegetables to create our own Fruit Faces, inspired 
by Arcimboldo. Then we used the fruit and vegetables in our 
science to explore the seeds and what happens to food over 
time when it is left out. Also, we have just begun to grow our 
own cress! We all made predictions as to whether it would 
grow in soil, cotton wool and sand. We are looking forward to 
seeing what happens to this! In Maths, we have been learning 
about place value and looking at how many tens and ones 
are in numbers. 

 

This month, we will continue to read a variety of books about 
delicious food! We will be reading The Tiger who came to Tea 
and Oliver’s Fruit Salad to inspire our instructional writing. Also, 
we will be discovering old and new food packaging and com-
paring the similarities and differences. We will continue to ex-
plore where food comes from and what traditional dishes you 
get in different countries. In Maths, we will be learning about 
measure and shape! We are looking forward to the rest of our 
‘Fill up Fuel up’ topic! 

Word Aware:  

 

Hollering 

Gorged 

Rumbling  Foreground 

Important  Product  

Palette  Information 

Criteria  Shade 

Retrieve  Improve  

Sequence Technology 

Cutting  Manipulate 

Assemble  Decorate 

Phonics / Spelling  

Mrs Razey/ Mrs Collins– Phase 3 

Mrs Emslie/Mrs Wright– Phase 4/5 

Miss Burtenshaw– Phase 5 

Miss Bashir– Vowel sound families 

Dates & Events   
21.3.22  World poetry day 
22.3.22  Hedgehogs Parent conferences 
23.3.22  Evening parent conferences 
24.3.22  Squirrel Parent conferences 
25.3.22  Badgers parent conferences  
28.4.22   Hedgehogs Assembly 
5.5.22  Badgers Assembly 



 

Page 5 

 

 

 

 

Book Week  
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Learning from School        
Year 1 



Learning from School        
Year 2 

 

 Over the half term holiday a mystery egg has been laid in 
our classroom. We have been wondering if it might be a 
dragon’s egg? Some of us have seen it moving and heard 
some strange noises. .. 

In Science  we have been investigating eggs and we have  

also been learning how to draw them, using texture and tone 
to make them look 3D. We have been using the stories of The 
Egg and Journey to inspire our creative writing.  We will be  

using the book, My Pet Dragon to help improve our instruc-
tion writing skills and will be writing our own instructions on 
how to care for a dragon! If a dragon, we should find…. or 
hatch! 

In Maths, we have been exploring 2D and 3D shapes, de-
scribing their features using correct vocabulary.  We will be 
moving on to learning all about fractions and learning about 
time.  

We have been designing puppets inspired by mythological 
creatures and will be spending the rest of the term making 
and refining them using our cutting, joining and knotting skills.  

In computing we have been learning about how to search 
for information safely and have talked about the importance 
of making sure that what we see is age appropriate.   

Word Aware:  

fearsome, absorbed  

reflected  

roam  

emerald 

venomous  

compass  

directions 

gracious  

Spelling  
G, dge, Television – si The possessive apostrophe (singular 
nouns) 
Contractions – apostrophe Phonemes and syllables 
Understanding patterns.  Compound words.  
Silent k g w  Nostril - o  Adding suffixes ‘-ful’, ‘-less’ and ‘-ly’ 
Plurals and homophones 
homophones  
 

Dates & Events   
 
21.3.22  World poetry day 
21.3.22  Snowy Owls Parent Conferences 
23.3.22  Evening parent conferences 
29.3.22  Barn Owls Parent conferences 
31.3.22  Tawny Owls parent conferences  
1.4.22  Spring Morning—school finishes at  
   1.15pm 
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Book Week  
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Learning from School        
Year 2 
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Online Safety 


