
       The Horsell Village School  

Contact:  01483714804 or email reception@horsell-village.surrey.sch.uk 

Page 1  

 

 

 

 

Welcome to November’s edition of the school  
newsletter.  
 
We cannot believe that we have already 
moved into the second half of the Autumn 
Term.  
The children, as always, have continued to 
do themselves proud. The level of behaviours for learning 
they display amazes me everyday. There is a real buzz of 
excitable energy around school and it’s been lovely to 
continue to build on our sense of community and  
belonging.  
 
In this month’s edition you will find information about 
• Covid updates and measures  
• Upcoming events  
• Celebration of learning 
• Our updated website  
• How you can help at school 
 
I want to finish by saying a big ‘thank you’ to everyone 
for your continued support with everything we do here at 
The Horsell Village School.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
From your generosity we have managed to  
 
• Raise over £800 from our 170th Birthday celebration 

which will go towards our redevelopment of the 
outside area and learning equipment we use dur-
ing our outdoor learning sessions.  

• Develop our collection of decodable phonics 
books from your donations via our ‘Amazon Wish 
list’  

• Raise over £1000 sponsorship from the Welly Walk.  
 
 We couldn't do it without your support.  
 
Your generosity enables the school to continue to work in 
the way we do.  Thank you again for this support.  
 
Best Wishes 
 
Mrs Reeve  
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Kindness to yourself            Kindness to others          Kindness to the world 

Diary Dates  

Coming soon….. Christmas Play  
More Information to follow shortly 

4th Nov Diwali Day – in school 
event for children  

6th Nov  PTA Uniform Sale  
10.00 am to 12.00 noon 
Community Event  

6th Nov Ground Force Morning  
11 am to 2.00 pm  
Community Event  

8th Nov Year 1 visit to Marwell 
Zoo  

10th Nov Nasal Flu Immunisation  

11th Nov Remembrance Day –   
in school event for   
children  

12th Nov Children in Need day – 
Non school uniform 
day. 

15th Nov Friendship week– In 
school event for       
children  

19th Nov Plant a bulb day – 
community gardening 
Community Event 

29th Nov Hanukah Day – in 
school event for       
children 

7th Dec  Rabbits, Hedgehogs 
and Barn Owls  
9.30am and 6.00pm 

8th Dec  Otters, Squirrels and 
Snowy Owls  
9.30am and 6.00pm  

9th Dec  Foxcubs, Badgers and 
Tawny Owls  
9.30am  and 6.00pm  
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COVID continues to have it’s presence in and around the school   
community at the moment.  
 
As a school we continue to communicate and act upon advice       
given to us by the DfE and the Public Health of England.  
Our main principle is that the safety of our children, staff and you as 
parents remain paramount. This has and always will remain at the forefront of any decisions 
made.  
 
Please can we remind you… 
 
• If your child presents any of the following symptoms—high temperature ( above 37.5), 

new persistent cough or loss of smell and / or taste that you book your child a PCR test. If 
your child has shown any of these symptoms they MUST isolate at home until the results 
of the PCR are through.  

 
• If your child presents none of the above symptoms and has been asked to get a PCR as 

a result of a close contact they can continue to come to school.  
 
We continue to closely monitor the situation at school. Should additional measures need to 
be introduced this may be a class at a time. You will receive a personalised letter for your 
class should this occur.  
 

 
 

We use books in all parts of our 
curriculum.  
Our children learn so much from 
the rich range of texts we have at 
school.  

 
Do you love to read?  
Can you dedicate a little time each week?  
 
If so, you could be the person we are looking 
for.  
 
We are looking for parent  
volunteers to come to school 
and become a ‘Reading  
Buddy’ 
Come and enjoy the pleasure 
of hearing children read whilst 
supporting them on their 
reading journey.  
We would provide you with a 
small training session to 
launch.  
 
If you are interested please contact Miss 
May through  
reception@horsell-village.surrey.sch.uk   
 

  
October was Black 
History Month.  
 
 
 

At school we promote that we value   
everybody no matter what they look like,  
they believe or where they or their parents 
may have come from. We explain to the 
children that this is called cultural diversity.   
Over the last month we have explored  
examples in history where this hasn’t      
always been the case and what people 
have done to overcome this.  
We have shared texts and used these as a 
starting point for discussion. We have also 
used the following link below to explore 
famous people in history. 
 
CBeebies House presenter talk about their 
black history heroes - 
CBeebies - BBC  

Helping at School  

mailto:reception@horsellvillage.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/cbeebies-house-black-history-heroes?collection=black-history-month#xtor=CS8-1000-[Discovery_Cards]-[Multi_Site]-[GR06]-[PS_CBEEBIES~N~~A_CBeebiesBlackHistoryHeroes]
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/cbeebies-house-black-history-heroes?collection=black-history-month#xtor=CS8-1000-[Discovery_Cards]-[Multi_Site]-[GR06]-[PS_CBEEBIES~N~~A_CBeebiesBlackHistoryHeroes]
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/cbeebies-house-black-history-heroes?collection=black-history-month#xtor=CS8-1000-[Discovery_Cards]-[Multi_Site]-[GR06]-[PS_CBEEBIES~N~~A_CBeebiesBlackHistoryHeroes]
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Our value for this half term is  

 

‘Appreciation’  

  

Here at the Horsell Village school we 
teach the value of appreciation through 
supporting children to build positive       
relationships with others by displaying     
effective communication, trust and to    
understand the quality and importance of 
something or someone.  
 
Over the next half term each week we will 
explore a different part of our value of 
’Appreciation’.  
This week we are exploring what 
‘effective communication’ looks like,   
starting with what it really means to listen 
and what great listening looks like –         
socially and during our lessons.  
 
We will then be looking at appreciation 
for ourselves and others.  

Can you design our outside area?  

 
As you know we are redeveloping our  
outside areas but we want the children’s help.  
 
What would be your dream outside learning  
environment? Be as adventurous as you like! 
 
£2 per entry .  
 
Please send in your entry on plain A4 paper to the office for the           
attention of Mrs Dukes. We will share the winning design in Reflections 
and through our school newsletters. 

 
You have until 30th November to share your  
fantastic ideas with us.  
 
We look forward to seeing them.  



 

 

Upcoming Events  
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Plant a bulb day 
 
On Friday 19th November the children will be taking part in one of 
our ‘Seasons Days’. As part of the Science curriculum the children 
will spend time exploring the changes in the season as well as  
investigating the  natural world around them.  

 
As part of this curriculum day we would like to invite you to come and join us for the 
morning to help and support our whole school gardening session.  
 
Each year group will be allocated a section of our outdoor learning space to help 
maintain. This will involve preparing the ground / planting pots / getting troughs ready 
for planting of bulbs and seeds. The children will then continue to take care of these 
throughout the year and hopefully, with a little bit of luck and looking after, will have 
something to share with you all come the Summer.  
 
To support we are asking for donations of bulbs, seeds and      
compost. If you able to donate any of the following please bring 
them to school on the morning of ‘Plant a bulb day’  
Thank you in advance for your support.  
 

 
 Children in Need 

 
On Friday 12th November we will be 
joining in with Children in Need Day 
and invite the children to come to 
school in their own clothes for a         
voluntary contribution of £1.  
All donations can be made on-line    
using the following link.  
 
https://app.parentpay.com/
ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?
shopid=4229     
 
In school we will be exploring what 
Children in Need is all about through 
Reflections where we will spend some 
time thinking about others and how we 
can support them.  
 

Remembrance 
Day 
 

On Thursday 
11th November we will 
be having an art and 
history focus to learn about Remem-
brance Day. We will be focusing as a 
school on how we can make the world a 
more peaceful place. We will be thinking 
about this globally as well as locally and 
within our school.  
 
At 11 o’clock we will be respecting the 
minute’s silence.  
 
Below is a short clip from CBeebies that 
we will be sharing with the children.  
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
p02qvbd9    
  

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=4229
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=4229
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=4229
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02qvbd9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02qvbd9


 

This week at school we have explored the festival of Diwali. The children have been  

learning about the story of Rama and Sita, how Diwali is celebrated around the world 

and creating Rangoli patterns using different resources. 

Learning at School  
Diwali 
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Learning from School        Year R 

Dates & Events  

10.11.21– Nasal Flu Spray 

11.11.21—Remembrance Day 

12.11.21—Children in Need (mufti day)  

15.11.21—Friendship Week 

19.11.21—Plant a bulb/autumn day 

29.11.21—Walk to common (details to follow) 

7.12.21—Christmas performance (Rabbits, Hedge-

hogs, Barn Owls)  

8.12.21—Christmas performance (Otters, Squirrels, 

Snowy Owls)  

9.12.21—Christmas performance (Foxcubs, Badg-

ers, Tawny Owls 

10.12.21—Christmas Jumper Day 

Word Aware:  

Under 

Over 

In front of 

Through 

Next to 

Forest 

Gloomy 

What a great first half term at school you have had!  We 
had some excellent Supertato learning and everyone en-
joyed their walk to the village to choose their own potato 
to decorate.  Thanks again to Boz’s for allowing us to do 
this, and giving us an apple to eat! 

We enjoyed our Welly Walk on the first day of this month.  
Well done to everyone for paying attention to being safe 
when walking on the path and crossing the road.  Another 
thank you to the parents who came to help.  If there are 
any parents who have a DBS and would like to help in the 
future, please let your teacher know.   

We will continue learning 3 sounds each week in phonics 
and we will have taught all single sounds  and some dia-
graphs by the end of November.  See if your child can sing 
the songs and show the actions for what we have learnt so 
far! 

Our new topic is “Into the Woods.”  Some of the books we 
will be reading this month include: We’re going on a bear 
hunt, The Gruffalo and Goldilocks.   

We will begin our new Jigsaw topic “Celebrating Differ-
ences” by discussing what we are good at. 

In Maths we will continue looking at the composition of 
numbers looking at how a whole number can be made up 
of two parts.   

We have some special days this month too.  We will do 
some specific learning on Remembrance Day and we will 
have a mufti day for Children in Need (see below).   

Phonics: 

h b f ff  l ll ss j v 

w x v 



Learning from School     
Year R 
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Welcome back to school! This half term we launched our new 
topic ‘The Carnival of the Animals’. The children have been excit-
ed about a stampede in the playground! The animals escaped 
from the zoo! We discovered footprints and are thinking about 
how we can transport the animals back home. Each class has 
been thinking about what we already know about animals and 
what we would like to find out. The children have thought of 
some brilliant questions and we are looking forward to finding out 
the answers! We are very excited about our trip to Marwell Zoo 
on Monday 8th November!  
We will explore a variety of texts; Tinga Tales, Why Elephant has a 
Trunk, Monkey Puzzle, David Attenborough and Giraffes can’t 
Dance.  We will recap nouns and adjectives to create character 
descriptions as well as looking at rhyming words. We will explore 
feelings and what makes a good sentence and think about our 
own perfect pets! 
We will sort shapes based on their properties and discuss our     
answers. We will explore pictorial representations of a number, for 
example the Hungarian number patterns and using our skills of 
subitising. We will continue looking at greater than and fewer 
than using a range of resources to support our learning. We will 
also explore Place Value and the composition of 10, looking 
closely at the ones and how we can represent number bonds us-
ing tens frames and dienes. 
This month we will be building our skills of working scientifically by 
identifying and naming a variety of animals found at the zoo 
such as fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals. What is a 
carnivore? What is a herbivore? What is an omnivore? These are 
some of the learning questions we will explore. The children will 
be able to describe and compare the different animals, thinking 
about what makes them the same or different.  
This month we are also looking forward to learning 
more about Autumn and what changes we can 
see. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning from School        
Year 1 

Word Aware:  

reunite, sequence,  collaborate, safari, landscape, opposite, journey, 

coarse, direction, together, construct, rebound, endangered, criteria, 

fitness, combine, investigate, movement, nativity, hygiene, pattern 

Dates & Events  

4th November-  Diwali Day 

8th November - Trip to Marwell Zoo 

11th November - Remembrance Day 

12th November - Children in Need 

Phonics / Spelling  

Miss Burtenshaw’s Group:  
CVCC words, adjacent consonants, 
tricky words– said, so, he, she, me, be, 
were, there, little, one, they, all, are, 
when, out, what, have, so, like, come,  
Mrs Emslie / Mrs Wright’s Group:  
Phase 3 sounds– j, v, w, x, y, z, zz, qu, 
ch, sh, th, ng, ai, ee, igh, oa, oo/oo, 
ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er  
Miss Bashir’s Group:  
Phase 5–ay, ou, ie, ea, oy, ir, ue, aw, 
wh, ph, ew, oe, au, ey, a-e, e-e, i-e, o-
e, u-e  
Mrs Collins & Mrs Razey: 
S, a, t, I, p, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, ck, e, u, r, 
h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss 
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The sun was shining and it was a beautiful Autumn day for 
our Welly  Walk.  How lovely to be back out and about in 
the village.  The children enjoyed looking out for signs of  
village history as we walked down to the Wetlands pond  
area at the end of the High Street.  All the mud was very  
exciting! 
 
We continue with our over arching topic of Master Makers, 
but will be zooming in on Bikes and Buses, after we have 
learned about some of the sculptures to be found in our        
local area.   
 
In English our focus texts will be Mrs Armitage on Wheels and 
The Hundred Decker Bus.  We will use these books to help us 
with both our  descriptive and persuasive writing. 
 
In Art we will explore the work of Quentin Blake and how he 
draws bikes and people. We will look at the history of the  
bicycle and the omnibus and learn about famous bike  
makers and sportsmen, like Kirkpatrick Macmillan and Sir 
Chris Hoy. In D.T. we will design a car for Mrs Armitage. 
 
For  Science, we will be looking at how exercise and food help us to keep healthy and in 
Mathematics we will continue with place value but will be focusing on subtraction. 
We continually review and remind the children about online  
safety and how to stay safe when searching the internet and we will also discuss our  
digital footprint. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning from School        
Year 2 

Phonics / Spelling  

Reviewing Phase 5 sounds and applying them  

when spelling words.  

Dates & Events  

11th November– Remembrance Day  

12th November—Children in Need– Mufti  

19th November—Autumn Day– Plant a bulb  

Word Aware:  

durable  tripod 

sculpture  exercise 

health  vitality 

transport  invention 

historical  cycling 

handlebar  unique 

vehicle travel 

commuter 



Learning from School     Year 2 




