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Welcome to this months newsletter.  
I hope you and your family are all well.  
This year may not have quite started the way many of us would have liked and the last minute 
changes have been challenging for us all. Hopefully, as we settle into life in lockdown three, we 
are beginning to find our own ways of that make it work for us.  
Over the last week, I have spoken to many parents, staff here at school, headteachers from our 
trust schools and local area and many friends who are trying to navigate everything at the     
moment.  My advice would be to take each day as it comes. Acknowledge the fact that some 
days will be better than some and that’s ok. We are all doing our best and this might look         
different to someone else's best– that’s what makes us all so special and so unique. Your role as      
parents is not to replicate the school– this is home learning and not home schooling. Further on in 
the newsletter, in the Parent Zone there is a ‘top tips’ section for learning at home which might 
give you a few ideas. 
 
At school, the team has worked incredibly hard over the last week to ensure we are up and    
running not only remotely but also in school. At school we have 7 bubbles of children who are 
completing the same work as those children working at home.  
During the day the teachers and support staff are working with the children as well as planning, 
filming and recording lessons, and providing feedback to all children.    
From time to time we may experience ‘technical glitches’. Thank you for baring with us. We     
certainly do not claim to be ICT experts, but we will try our best to rectify problems as soon as we 
can. Again can I ask that should you experience technical issue to ring or email the school office 
as soon as possible rather than post it on the class blogs.  
 
You may ask why we are not doing live lessons. After reviewing research from the 
EEF– Education Endowment Foundation and the Government document ‘ What 
works best for remote learning’ we went back to our core values, motto and    
purpose– which is to provide quality teaching and provision all schools.  
The recorded format we are currently using enables you the flexibility as to when 
to access it, which is more appropriate for infant aged children who may not have their own   
devices, and who may have to share with siblings. It also provides that flexibility that is so greatly 
needed for working parents, to how and when they can support their child. The Purple mash 
platform enables us to look at the children's work, assess any misconceptions through feedback 
and then record the next days learning. Throughout, teaching quality remains more important 
than how the lesson / activities are delivered. 
Of course as a school we are fully aware that social interaction is an important part of the school 
day and can support in motivation and engagement as well as well-being. We are currently    
exploring how this can be achieved. So we will keep you posted.  
 
Feedback from you in regards to our home learning offer is of great benefit to the school. Please 
take a few minutes to complete our online survey. This survey will close on Thursday 21st January 
at 12.00 noon. Thank you in advance for your support.  
 
I know that the next few weeks my feel may feel a challenge at times. Remember we are at the 
end of a telephone or email and will provide as much support as we can.  
I hope that you all have a restful weekend and I look forwards to seeing you on Monday, either 
virtually or in person. 
  
Best Wishes              
 
Mrs Reeve 
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Parent Zone  

     Play schools, don’t do schools. Find a consistent area of your home that can 
be the base for home learning. Make a daily plan that includes plenty of time 
for play. Children of Infant school age learn best through play. Display this if 

you can– this will help children see what's coming up. We often use now and 
next boards and school.  

Keep lessons and activities simple and short.  
Our video lessons are short and pacey for a reason. This enable children to 
have high levels of concentrated focus time rather than long activities 
where children may loose concentration.  

Embrace the great outdoors  
Interspersing time on the computer and inside learning with activities outside 
can be of benefit. Children at school are used to spending at least 50% of 
their day learning outside. Try and do a daily piece of exercise and get out-

side as much as you can.   

Encourage time away from screens and electronical items.   
Our remote learning offer is designed with how children learn as its core, 
which is why it is not all computer based. Plan in times to get active or learn 
in a different way. We don’t use one medium at school.  

Keep an eye on your child’s well being and mental health  
Talk to your children about how they are feeling. Children can show their 
emotions through a change of behaviour. Try using some of our mindfulness 
breathing techniques or emotion coaching to help them regulate their feel-

ings. Keep in touch and seek support from school.  

Go easy on yourself  
Remind yourself you are only human. Do what you can. Try not to compare 
yourselves to others– Remember the saying ‘we are not all in the same boat, 
but we are in the same storm’. If home learning becomes stressful, pause and re-
connect with each other. Play a game, go for a walk or have a chat. You’re rela-
tionships of parent to child is the most important part.  

Use independent time well  
You do not need to be with your child / children from 9 to 3 or for every    
activity. Plan their day to include independent playtime for them. They 

need this time as much as you.  

Have fun and connect.  
When you have to pick, because at some point you probably will have to, 
choose connection. Pick playing a game over arguing or battling with an 
activity– you can come back to this later. Pick laughing and snuggling and re-
minding them that they are safe.  
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The NSPCC have published online support for parents and children. Remember to look after 
yourselves, your mental well-being is just as important as your child's / children. The site has some 
fantastic top tips for parents who are also working at home as well as advice for taking care of 

your own mental health.  
 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-
children-safe/coronavirus-advice-
suppport-children-families-parents/  
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Community Support 

Seymours Horsell are  
very kindly offering that  
if any one has school  
work that needs printing  
out and you do not have 
access to a printer to 
 contact them on  
sales@seymours-horsell.co.uk  
and they will be happy to help out.  
Collections will be made within 
COVID safety guidelines.  
 
Of course we are also here at school 
to support– but its great to have ad-
ditional support in the community.  
Thank you to all at Seymours.    
Horsell prepared is Horsell’s home-

grown community-led resilience 
group. If you are self isolating or in 
need they are more than happy to 
help. They have a team of volun-
teers standing by to help with shop-
ping, prescriptions, dog walking or 
anything else. You can contact 
them through the We Are Woking 
Together site.  

School application deadlines.  
 
Don’t forget  if you have a child heading into Year 
three or a children starting in Reception in Septem-
ber 2021 you will need to complete your online      
application form by the end of today– Friday 15th 
January 2021.  
For full information visit 
 
www.surreycc.gov.uk/primaryadmissions  
 
 
Visit our virtual tour and presentation using the fol-
lowing links.  
 

 

Any questions please ring the school office and ask 

to speak to Miss Cadey, our admissions expert.  

       https://youtu.be/kDLYViC-IFM   
 
       https://youtu.be/wliTXLc6v8k  
 

https://wearewoking.com/
together/advice/horsell-
prepared-community-response 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/coronavirus-advice-suppport-children-families-parents/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/coronavirus-advice-suppport-children-families-parents/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/coronavirus-advice-suppport-children-families-parents/
mailto:sales@seymours-horsell.co.uk
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https://youtu.be/kDLYViC-IFM
https://youtu.be/wliTXLc6v8k
https://wearewoking.com/together/advice/horsell-prepared-community-response
https://wearewoking.com/together/advice/horsell-prepared-community-response
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BBC Bitesize have also launched this week a series of lessons.  
 
 

 
Select                                                 then select  
 
 
 
You will then need to select a subject which will then lead you to a selection of video lessons 
and activities. Again we suggest you might want to match these up to what is being taught from 
the school.  
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Free online resources to support home learning  
 
There are a wide selection of free online resources you can access in addition to the daily 
home learning offer from us here at The Horsell Village School. 
The Oak National Academy continues to provide 3 live lessons a day and also have an 

archive of lessons you can access.  
 
 
 
 

 
Select                                             then select                                     then select Key stage           
 
 
 
 
 
This will take you to a subject page, where  
you can choose from a variety of different      
subjects. 

 
 
 
 
 
This will take you to selection of different lessons 
you can choose from. You might like to try and 
match these to the topic we are currently   
teaching at home and school.  

https://www.thenational.academy/  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

https://www.thenational.academy/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize


Decorate your jigsaw piece 
any way you want to. Once 
you have decorated it put it up 
in your window for everyone to 
see when they are out walking.  
 
When we can all be together 
again, bring your jigsaw piece 
to school so we can make one 
giant picture and reconnect 
again as The Horsell Village 
School family.  

A piece of the 
 puzzle  



You can also download this from your child’s class blog on Purple Mash.  


