The Horsell Village School
Contact: 01483714804 or email reception@horsell-village.surrey.sch.uk
Welcome to Octobers newsletter.
We have been busy over the last month at school focusing on re-establishing friendships and
relationships, celebrating the children’s achievements over lockdown and establishing secure
behaviours for learning . All year groups have now started their new topics for the half term. In
Reception their topic is called ’Land of the Dinosaurs’. They will be using familiar stories about
dinosaurs to introduce the children to life at school. In Year 1 their topic is ‘ Fill up, Fuel Up’ this is
focused on exploring different foods, where they come from and how they grow. In year 2 their
topic is ‘Master Makers’- they will be exploring sculptures and learning about the materials they
can be made from.
The children are excited about their learning and school has a real buzz to it once more. I asked
a selection of children what they thought about being back at school. Here’s what some of
them said
Its really nice to be
back together all
again.

I missed my teachers
and all the fun learning.
We have done lots of
art. I love art

Its so great to see
all our friends again

We have been doing
lots of fun learning– I like
to have a challenge to
stretch my thinking. Its
great!

You can find an overview of learning for each year group on their year group page on the website.
Best Wishes Mrs Reeve

The Parent’s Zone
Covid Updates
Thank you to everyone who continues to support the work we are doing at school in relation
to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Drop off and pick up
Can we remind you that this is a ‘1 parent’ drop of only. This
is to limit the number of people on site at any given time.
Blended Learning
You have now received details of how we plan to continue the
children’s education should there be the need to close a class
bubble, isolate or close due to a national or local lockdown. Thank
you to all who have logged onto Purple Mash and responded to the
welcome message from their class teacher on the classes shared
blog page. This gives us a indication who can and who cannot
access the platform. If you haven't please log in as soon as you can. If you are having
troubles please contact the school office.
Feeling unwell
If you or any member of your household begin to feel un well with any of the COVID related
symptoms you ALL need to isolate until a negative test result has been obtained. This helps to
protect everyone.
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Kindness to yourself

Kindness to others

Kindness to the world

Parent Conferences
Today you will have received a letter informing you of the dates for parent conferences, guidance on how to book an appointment and how they will work. Please
book a slot with your child’s class teacher to discuss their learning and well-being. If
you are un able to have a telephone conference on the day stated for your child’s
class, please contact the school so an alternative appointment can be made.
Mental Health Awareness day.

On Friday 9th October we will be taking part in the National
World Mental Health day. We have chosen to support the
charity ‘Young Minds’ as their beliefs, like ours focuses on
wellbeing, kindness, happiness and positivity.

This year the theme for Youngs Minds is #HelloYellow which is
all about coming together, boosting wellbeing and increasing creativity and awareness.
As part of the day, we are inviting everyone to wear an item of clothing that is yellow. This could
be neon socks, a custard yellow T-shirt or a ribbon but we ask for the rest of the clothing to be
school uniform.
During the day each class will be taking part in a number of different activities designed to help
children to reflect on their well-being. They will be exploring their creativeness through art work
linked to our motto as well as looking at mindfulness activities that can support children in the
self-regulation of their emotions.
We will share the artwork created with you on next months edition.

School Events
9th October

Hello Yellow day for Mental
Health awareness

13th October

Foxcub parent conferences

14th October

Hedgehogs parent conferences

15th October

Squirrels parent conferences

16th October

Badger parent conferences

19th October

Flu Immunisations
Rabbit parent conferences

20th October

Otters parent conferences

21st October

Tawny Owls parent conferences

22nd October

Individual & Siblings photos
Barn Owls parent conferences

23rd October

Snowy Owls parent conferences
End of half term

2nd November School re-opens
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Harvest Festival
On Thursday 1st October we celebrated
the festival of harvest.
The children enjoyed listening to each
class singing their harvest song and
sharing their Harvest Festival related
artwork.
Thank you for your huge generosity of
foo donations. We will be delivering it all
to Woking food bank later this week.

Incase you missed it, here is the link to
our closed YouTube channel showing
the children's’ singing
and artwork.
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=e6vTeUgFU90
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Kindness to yourself

Kindness to others

Kindness to the world

Staffing Updates
It is with great sadness we inform you that Mrs Kate Firth will no longer be with us here at The
Horsell Village School. Mrs Firth has been a teacher at The Horsell Village School for many
years. Due to personal circumstances she has not been able to return this year. Mrs Firth
worked alongside Mrs Emslie in Year 2 in Snowy Owls.
We are happy to now be able to confirm with you that Mrs Houston will be
teaching in Snowy Owls on a Friday. Mrs Houston is an experienced
teacher who has previously taught at the school .
I am sure you join me in welcoming her back to the team here at The
Horsell Village School .

Mrs Aughterson is one of our long standing teaches here at The Horsell Village School. She provides teacher release time in Barn Owls on Thursday
morning, 1 day release on a fortnightly basis in Rabbits class and Tawny
Owls class.

Student Teachers
Here at The Horsell Village School we work very closely with local universities and teaching
schools. The term we are joined by two student teachers.
Mr Boyd will be working in Badgers Class and Miss Raif who will be working in Barn Owls.
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The Children’s Zone
Welcome to ‘The Children’s Zone’.

Mrs Hopper’s favourite book

Here you will find some book recommendations and activities to try at home.

Is 'we're going on a bear hunt’ by
Michael Rosen’ I like how the family are out on adventure together.

Miss Cadey’s favourite book

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=0gyI6ykDwds

Is Sir Tom Moore- ‘One Hundred steps’ . This is the story
about Sir Toms challenge during lockdown and never giving
up.

Q. Where do cows go on
Friday nights?

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=sE3D0_oXGwQ

A. They go to the moo-vies

Peter Pan
Mickey Mouse

Buzz Lightyear
Daisy

Dumbo

Cinderella

Ariel

Simba

Mater

Answers
from
Septembers word
scramble

Snow White
Prince Charming

Doc McStuffins
Tinkerbelle
Belle
Goofy

Handy Manny
Woody
Aladdin
Donald Duck
Pluto

Word Search competition. Create a word search on any topic you like that could be used
as part of the newsletter. Bring your word search into the office by Friday 23rd October.
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Year R

Learning from School

The children have made an amazing start to the term
and the beginning of their journey through The Horsell Village School. We have spent the last few weeks welcoming the children to school and getting to know each other. We have been so impressed with how well the children have settled into school life and how eager they
are to tell us all about themselves, their lives and we
can’t wait to learn more. It has been lovely to see lots of

smiling faces entering the classrooms in the morning
and the children being keen to start their learning.
The children have been learning about dinosaurs for the
past month. We have learnt about herbivores and carnivores, we have made dinosaur skeletons and bones. We
have been busy playing in swamps. We have also started to learn our phonics sounds and have been learning
the songs and actions to go with these. We have also
been exploring numbers and matching numbers to numerals.
Next month we are continuing to learn about dinosaurs.
We will be comparing the size of dinosaurs and using the
vocabulary to describe them. We will also learn about
what their habitats were like. We will continue to learn
our phonics sounds and start to use those in our reading
Dates & Events
Tuesday 13th October:
Foxcubs parent conferences

Monday 19th October:
Rabbits parent conferences
Tuesday 20th October:
Otters parent conferences
Monday 26th October—Friday 30th October:
Half term
Monday 2nd November:
Come back

Phonics:
c k ck e u r h b f
ff l ll ss

Word Aware:
Fossil
Scales
Hunt
Stomp
Dangerous
Sharp
Enormous
Fierce
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Year 1

Learning from School

Wow! What an amazing start we have had to the Autumn
term. The children have settled well and are all coming in
‘ready to learn’. We have spent some time getting to
know each other and what we like and are good at as
well as getting used to the new ways in Year 1. We have
been thinking a lot about kindness and linking this to our
new school moto ‘Kindness to Ourselves, Kindness to
Others , Kindness to the World’.

We have started our topic ‘Fill Up Fuel Up’ and we have
been looking at where our food comes from and how far it
travels to get to our plate. We have also been thinking
about belonging and places which make us feel safe and
secure. We have read some delightful stories based
around food and we have enjoyed sketching and learning
about fruits and vegetables. We have been playing lots of
team games and getting back into our ‘Real PE’ sessions.
This month we will be designing and making our own
pizzas. We will be re telling the story of ‘Pumpkin Soup’ and
we will be using our senses of sight, taste and smell to
explore different fruits and vegetables.
We will be looking at number facts to 20 using addition
and subtraction and recording number sentences using
the correct symbols.

Dates & Events
Friday 9th—Hello Yellow Day
Wednesday 14th October—Hedgehog Parent conferences

Thursday 15th October—Squirrels Parent Conferences
Friday 16th October—Badgers Parent Conferences

This Months Words
are:

Monday 19th—Flu immunisation's

Gloomy

Thursday 22nd—Individual photos

Information

Monday 26th October—Friday 30th October:
Half term

Delicious

Monday 2nd November: Return to school
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Year 1

Learning from School
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Year 2

Learning from School

Well done to all our Year Two Owls on how well they have
settled back into school life and routines. We have been
getting to know each other a bit more every day and
have been talking about what it has felt like to return to
school after a long time away. The children have really
started to embed their understanding of how to get ready
for learning using our school ‘ready to listen, ready to look
and ready to learn’ mantra and have been thinking hard
about how we can share daily acts of kindness.

We have been learning all about Owls and used books
and art works to inspire us to create our own versions of the
story and discover more how owls have been used as symbols in different cultures and traditions. We have become
Owl experts and now know the answers to questions including: Can an Owl turn their head all the way around?
And Do all Owls live in trees? WE have started extending
our vocabulary each week using ‘Word Aware’ strategies
and have been busy embedding our phonics knowledge
as well as our number fact knowledge.
Next month we are learning about ‘Master Makers’ —
starting with a focus on different materials and their properties before zooming in on paper. We will be developing
our paper skills and using the work of other artists to inspire
a new class sculpture of our own.

Wednesday 21st October—
Tawny Owls Parent Consultations via telephone.
Thursday 22nd October—
Barn Owls Parent Consultations via telephone.

author
windswept

exotic
absorbant

Friday 22nd October —

inspirational

Snowy Owls Parent Consultations via telephone.

delicate

Monday 26th October—Friday 30th October:
Half term

transparent

Monday 2nd November:
Come back

flexible

opaque
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