
 

The Horsell Village School  

Contact:  01483714804 or email reception@horsell-village.surrey.sch.uk 

Page 1  

           

 

 

 

 

Issue 14—7th May 2020  

Welcome to this weeks newsletter– I hope it finds you all well.  
As we move forward into week 8, motivation and engagement from your child in relation to 
school tasks may begin to change. You may have noticed that they are becoming more emo-
tional about completing tasks that they normally would approach happily and with no sense of 
fear or failure. This is normal, I am sure at some point us adults have felt the same. Below are a 
few handy hints that might help in keeping up the levels of engagement and motivation in home 
learning.  
• Keeping it short. Research shows that short, snappy and activities that are easy to under-

stand prevent children from feeling overwhelmed.  Focused activities only need to be 20 to 
30 minutes long for the older children.  This is why we designed our home learning expecta-
tions to be around 1hr 30—2hrs per day, interspersed with self- initiated activities and learn-
ing through play.  

• Varying the activities. Using a variety of approaches activities can have a positive effect on 
engagement.  We have designed our activities to be similar to the different approaches we 
use at school, from focused phonics learning to open-ended tasks.  

• Child led activities and learning through play.  Involving children in the discussion around 
what the day might look like and following their interests is also incredibly motivating.  

• Setting clear expectations. Some children may benefit from a set timetable of activities. 
Setting out what order you are going to do things in with them at the beginning of the day 
is one way of getting them involved and engaged.  

• Praise and rewards.  Continue to give lots of praise and use rewards as a motivational tool. 
You can decide on what a reward might be for the completion of a set number of activi-
ties per day.  

• Ring us. If you feel your child is really struggling with motivation and engagement then ring 
and speak to a member of staff at school. Your class teachers know your children very well 
and might be able to suggest some alternatives.  

 
A little request from me…..  
As you will know there is planned national government announcement on Sunday evening. This is 
likely to involve information about schools. I would like to stress that we find out this information 
the same time you do. Please be respectful of this fact and may I kindly ask that you do not ring 
school asking for information. Please allow us time to make plans. We will keep you updated and 
informed of plans as soon as we have made them. Safety and well-being of children, parents 
and staff remains our key principle as we move forward.  Thank you                                Mrs Reeve  

 

The Parent Zone  

A message from Horsell Junior 
School.  
For all Year 2 children heading 
to Horsell Junior School the year 
3 team have put together a little 
film for you, called ‘A day in the 
life of a Horsell Junior Pupil’.  This 

was put together before lockdown and social 
distancing guidelines began. Enjoy  

https://www.horsell-junior.surrey. 

sch.uk/news/?pid=22&nid=2&storyid=1016 

This weeks story is read by the Year 1 
team.  Enjoy  

https://youtu.be/ 

RdglCKM2RIM  

https://www.horsell-junior.surrey.
https://www.horsell-junior.surrey.
https://youtu.be/RdglCKM2RIM
https://youtu.be/RdglCKM2RIM
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Lights, Camera, Action  
As a school we have been reviewing the educational provision we are providing for you to 
do at home. We have had lots of positive feedback regarding the activities and the expecta-
tions we have of you.  Over the past few weeks I have spoken to many Surrey Headteachers 
regarding the press coverage of the use of two way video calls. Like myself many agree that 
the use of Zoom or any software that provides two way communication is not compliant with 
our safeguarding policies. In a recent survey of Surrey Headteachers, only 7% of Surrey schools 
have adopted this method. 93% feel that the safety of their pupils and staff cannot be guar-
anteed. Surrey Police have contacted the school this week to inform us of cyber attacks on 
some local schools, which has caused me great concern.  
The safety of children, staff and parents has been and will continue to be the main principle 
that guides our provision, what we currently do in school and what we will do in school in the 
future. What we have been doing to extend our current communication methods is to record 
short, one way video messages. These messages are designed as guidance tools for parents 
and information and the enjoyment for children. Below is a list of the videos we have made so 
far. We hope you enjoy them and find them useful.  

 
A message from Mrs Reeve 

 
 
 
 
 

Phonics 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

During our ‘staying in touch’ phone calls we have had some requests for 
worksheets.  
Twinkl is an educational  resource site that has created a set of home learn-
ing packs that you can now access for free. Use the following link to access.  
 
 

 
Once you are on the site– head to ‘Are you a parent’ section . This will take you to a selection of 
different activities and advice documents. You will need to create a ‘twinkl’ account to be able 
to access the resources and worksheets should you choose to do so.  

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/
k6iMUkbuj9U  

https://youtu.be/u-

VudoZfkXE   

https://youtu.be/

R3UC6szS6HI   

https://youtu.be/

QtLAgl7oAQA 

https://youtu.be/

mc2n6dcGkxA  

https://youtu.be/RdglCKM2RIM  

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/covid19-school-closures 

https://youtu.be/k6iMUkbuj9U
https://youtu.be/k6iMUkbuj9U
https://youtu.be/u-VudoZfkXE
https://youtu.be/u-VudoZfkXE
https://youtu.be/R3UC6szS6HI
https://youtu.be/R3UC6szS6HI
https://youtu.be/QtLAgl7oAQA
https://youtu.be/QtLAgl7oAQA
https://youtu.be/mc2n6dcGkxA
https://youtu.be/mc2n6dcGkxA
https://youtu.be/RdglCKM2RIM
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/covid19-school-closures
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Online Learning.  
Just in case you missed them, below is a list of online edu-
cational sites that have developed online lessons. These 
have been suggested by the Department for Education 
and can be used alongside the schools learning provi-
sion. Worksheets can also be downloaded from these.  

 

https://www.thenational.academy/  

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize  

 

     

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/                 

 

 

                    

www.letterjoin.co.uk 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Username: jk9991 

Password: home 

 

 

 

Have you seen out the article 
from The Horsell Village School 
in ‘The Residents’ magazine? 
Follow the link below.  

The magazine is also a great 
place to find out about what 
has been happening in our   
local community  and a great 
point of reference for local    
businesses and support lines 
during this time.  
Thank you to Lucy for allowing 
us to be a part of the Summer 
edition.  

https://theresidenteditor. 

wixsite.com/magazine   

On Friday 8th May 2020 Britain will be commemorating the 75th Anniversary of VE Day.  
Due to the Coronavirus restrictions most VE Day events have been cancelled or postponed. You 
may still want to mark the occasion and share your pride in our country and honour the men and 
women of World War Two.  

 
Many are decorating their houses in Red, White and 
Blue as well as taking part in a two minute silence of 
National Remembrance at 11a.m.  
 
 
If you are taking place in any celebrations please re-
member to follow the social distancing guidelines set 
out by Public Health England.  
 
 

https://www.thenational.academy/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/
http://www.letterjoin.co.uk
https://theresidenteditor.wixsite.com/magazine
https://theresidenteditor.wixsite.com/magazine
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Mrs Huntley-Robertson’s fa-
vourite story.  
Mt Favourite story is ‘Matilda’ 
by Roald Dahl. I like this story 
because it teaches you that if 
you keep on trying you can 
be anything you want to be.  

 
Listen to part of 
the story here   

The Children’s Zone 

 

 Answers to last weeks 

Emoji Quiz 

1. The Enormous Turnip  
2. Cinderella  
3. Snow White and the    
          seven dwarfs.  
4. Rapunzel 
5. The princess and the  
          Frog.  
6. Sleeping Beauty.  
7. The ugly Duckling.  
8. The Gingerbread Man.  
9.  Dick Whittington  
10.  Chicken Little  

 

 

 
Ms Powell’s favourite book.  

My favourite book is ‘That pesky 
rat’ written by Lauren Child be-
cause it reminds you that every-
thing and everyone is special in 
their own way.  

 
Welcome to ‘Children’s Zone’ of the newsletter. 

Here you will find some activities, websites and in-

formation to help you with your learning at home.  

We are sure you are doing an amazing job! 

Q: What did the left eye say to the right 

eye?  

Issue 14— 7th May 2020  

  

 
A: Between us something 

smells 

https://www.youtube.com/watch? 

v=zrxLQGh9qno  

https://www.youtube.com/watch? 

v=yEG_pYsbSys  

Can you work out 
the names of the 
nursery rhymes?  
 
I wonder if you can 
think of any more 
and draw your 
own emoji  
challenge? We 
would love to see 
them?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zrxLQGh9qno
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zrxLQGh9qno
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yEG_pYsbSys
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yEG_pYsbSys
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The Children’s Zone 
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Social story– Learning at home  
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Learning from home 
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Learning from home 
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