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Welcome to this week’s newsletter – I hope it finds you all safe and well.  
We are about to go into week seven of learning from home, and the novelty for your children 
may be beginning to wear off; we I am aware that many of you are juggling several plates just 
to keep going.  

I want you to know, even though our school is currently closed to all but a few children, we’re still 

here to support your child and your family in whatever way we can.  

As time continues, you might be noticing changes in your child’s behaviour or increasing anxiety 

in your child as they’re spending more time in the confinements of their home and have had to 

adjust to new routines.  
These behaviours may include:   

Regressing to behaviour they’ve outgrown, such as thumb-sucking or bed-wetting  
Showing greater fear at being separated from you    
Tantrums   
Trouble sleeping   
Expressing sadness, anger or fear   
Sharing false information that they’re hearing from their peers or seeing online   
Wanting to talk about coronavirus all the time   
Not wanting to talk about the current situation at all   
Having trouble concentrating  

  
Please don’t worry. These can simply be your child’s way of expressing how they are feeling or 
behaviours they are using to help them deal with the current situation.  The most important thing 
you can do at the moment is to stop and talk you your child / children about how they are feel-
ing. Help them to validate their feelings by explaining it’s ok to feel like that and the emotions 
and feelings they are experiencing  are perfectly normal.  Further on in the newsletter,  in the 
‘Parent Zone’, you will find information about the ‘Emotional Coaching’ approach we have  
started to use at school and its 5 simple steps that may support you if you are beginning to expe-
rience a change from your child. Remember to remind yourself about the fantastic job you are 
doing and not to put too much pressure on yourself or compare what you are doing to others.   
Take Care, Stay safe, have fun together and please contact the school if we can help in  
anyway.  
Best Wishes               
Mrs Reeve  

The Parent Zone  

The importance of you.  
Previously, we had sign posted you to the NHS Website- ‘Everymind matters’. As we continue 
through the Coronavirus Pandemic this site is constantly updating with new tips and advice.  
Take care of yourself. It’s really important to 
take care of your own physical and mental 
health. Children are very perceptive, and 
they react to what they sense from the 
adults around them. This site has some  
fantastic advice, should you need it.  

 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/?

WT.tsrc=Search&WT.mc_id=Brand&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIksbm2rmL6QIVClPTCh1l6gEkEAAYASAAEgKbqfD_BwE 

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/?WT.tsrc=Search&WT.mc_id=Brand&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIksbm2rmL6QIVClPTCh1l6gEkEAAYASAAEgKbqfD_BwE
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/?WT.tsrc=Search&WT.mc_id=Brand&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIksbm2rmL6QIVClPTCh1l6gEkEAAYASAAEgKbqfD_BwE
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Emotion coaching is a technique that helps children under-
stand their feelings. It helps children to learn how emotions 
work and how to react to feelings in healthy ways.  
Emotion coaching starts by recognising the child’s feelings. 
The following link takes you to the emotion coaching UK site 
and a video clip that explains the main principles of emotion coaching.  
There are 5 key steps to 
emotion coaching.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

Things to do outside or in the garden.  
Surrey Wildlife trust have developed a bank of free  
Wildlife-themed activity sheets and nature spotter guides to 
try at home and in the garden.  

Visit the following link to find out 
more information.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.emotioncoachinguk.com/for-professionals 

Tune in to your child’s feelings and your own. 

Observe, listen and learn how your child       

expresses emotions.  

Connect with your 
child.  
Recognise feelings 
and encourage 
them to talk about 
their emotions.    
Provide guidance 
before emotions 
escalate. 

Listen to your child. 
Respect your 
child’s feelings by 
taking the time to 
listen carefully. 
Show that you  
understand what 
they are feeling.  

Name emotions. Help you child to identify and name emotions. Identify 
the emotions your child is experiencing, but try not to tell them how they 
should be feeling. Empathise and explain that you sometimes feel this way 
too. Name your own emotions and talk about them.  

Find good solutions. 
Explore solutions  
together. If the  
behaviour is not  
appropriate help 
them to identify their 
feelings and explain 
why their behaviour is 
inappropriate. Help 
them to think through 
possible solutions.  
Give them time to 
process their  
emotions.  

https://www.surreywildlifetrust.org/

explore/childrens-activities 

https://www.emotioncoachinguk.com/for-professionals
https://www.surreywildlifetrust.org/explore/childrens-activities
https://www.surreywildlifetrust.org/explore/childrens-activities
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Online Learning.  
Over the last few weeks we have provided you with a list 
of educational sites that are now producing daily online 
lessons and activities. These can be used in addition to 
the learning activities  suggested by us here at The Horsell 
Village School.  

 
 

https://www.thenational.academy/  

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize  

 

    https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/                 

 

 

                      

www.letterjoin.co.uk 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the new ‘story time’ 
segment of the newsletter. Each 
week, each year group team will 
be producing a video of them 
reading a story. This week, the   
Reception team are reading one 
of their favourite stories by one of 
their favourite authors.  
Sit back, relax and use the  
following link to hear the story  
‘The Snail and Whale’, written by 
Julia Donaldson and read by Mrs 
Dukes, Mrs Wright, Miss Newman 
and Mrs Shaw.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Username: jk9991 

Password: home 

https://thedadlab.com/ 

The ‘Dad lab’ is website providing         
access to  a range of online science     
experiments.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The activities are demonstrated through 
a YouTube video. See what fun you can 
have together at home with some       
science learning.  

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/

resources/54454 

Maths Learning 
The National Centre for Excellence in the 
teaching of mathematics have released a 
set of online learning videos for KS1. 

https://youtu.be/mc2n6dcGkxA  

https://www.thenational.academy/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/
http://www.letterjoin.co.uk
https://thedadlab.com/
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/resources/54454
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/resources/54454
https://youtu.be/mc2n6dcGkxA
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Mrs Blows’ favourite story  
Mrs Blows’  
favourite story is 
‘Stick Man’ by 
Julia Donaldson.  
 
I like this book 

because it reminds me of all 
the fun activities we do  
together with sticks during  
Forest School.  
You can listen by following 
the link below  

The Children Zone 

Emoji fun 

 Can you work out the titles of these 10 traditional tales, fairy tales or fables?  

 

Answers to last week’s– traditional tales challenge 

1. The Three Billy Goats Gruff   6. The Lion and the Mouse 
2. The Three Little Pigs     7. The Hare and the Tortoise 
3. Jack and the Beanstalk     8. The Princess and the Pea 
4. Little Red Hen       9. Hansel and Gretel  
5. The Elves and the Shoe Maker  10. Puss in Boots    
         

 

 
 Mrs Algar’s favourite story 

Mrs Algar’s favourite story is ‘Zog’ 
by Julia Donaldson. I like the way 
that Zog keeps on trying and  
never gives up.  You can watch 
the story on the following link.  

 
Welcome to ‘Children Zone’. Here you will find 

some activities, websites and information to help 

you with your learning, at home.  We are sure you 

are doing an amazing job! 

Q: How many tickles does it take to make 

an octopus laugh?  

Issue 12— 24th April 2020 

 https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=o3lCfKhsOsY 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/

episode/b0bwdw8y/zog 
A: Ten (tickles)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o3lCfKhsOsY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o3lCfKhsOsY
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0bwdw8y/zog
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0bwdw8y/zog
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The Children Zone 
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Messages from School  

 
 

Hello Everyone,  
I hope you are all well and nice and safe at home. Firstly well done to you all for the super 
home learning you have been doing. After your teachers have spoken to you or your     
parents on the phone they have popped into my office to tell me all about the things you 
have been doing– and guess what? All the teachers have had great big smiles on their   

faces– just hearing your voices and having a chat has done that to them– so well done. I hope they 
made you smile too.  
When I haven’t been at school or working from home I have been very busy on a little art project. 
Can you remember our Reflections assembly we had at the beginning of January when I said my  
personal challenge was to learn how to paint and that I had just started a painting?- I'm sure you can 
guess what's coming next– I’ve finished! When we are all back at school and nice and safe I will bring 
it in to show you– it took lots of what we call ‘stickability’ ( perseverance for the grown ups). We are all 
using a lot of this at the moment aren't we? It’s a little bit different doing our learning at home, but you 
are doing an amazing job and most importantly having lots of fun . Keep going, use your stickability 
when it becomes a little tricky– you can do it!  
Take care everyone, stay safe at home, keep smiling and we hope to see you all soon .  
Mrs Reeve  

 

Hello Snowy Owls!  
It has been lovely to speak to so many of you this week and find out what you 
 have been doing! Lots of you have found out some amazing minibeast facts –  
I didn’t know about the spider carrying her eggs. I love that some of you have been  

reading poems too. 
 I have been riding my bike on the Common like many of you have. Sometimes I do yoga 
 with my daughters - they have been learning to sew, weave and make short films. 
 Mr. Emslie also made a film of all of the things we have been doing which was very funny!  
Take care of yourselves all of you and keep smiling. I miss you very much. 
 Hello from Mrs. Firth and Mrs. Thompson too.  
 
Love from Mrs. Emslie  

Hello children!  
I hope you're all keeping well. When I've not been at school, I've been at home  
with my children. We were all out in the garden last weekend, tidying it up and  
digging up the weeds. There were so many worms in the soil and my children  
loved picking them up! Hopefully, when it's sunnier again, we can finish this off.  
I celebrated my little girl's 3rd birthday this week. She was very lucky that our friends and  
family had sent her lots of presents in the post so she loved opening them all up and then  
we rang every one to say a huge thank you. She had a delicious chocolate birthday cake  
and had plenty of puff to blow out all her candles. My little boy and I have been learning  
about fractions together and, as a treat, he was able to use Smarties to find halves and  
quarters; he now wants to practise finding fractions every day... I wonder why? We have also  
been working our way through the Oxford Owl eBooks and our favourite story so far is  
‘The Contest’.  I hope you’re all getting on well with your reading too : ) 
Love from Mrs Sharkey x 
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Hello my brilliant Foxcubs, 
 
I hope you are all well and keeping safe, enjoying your learning and having 
 lots of fun at home with your families! It was so nice to chat to some of you  
on the phone as well as your Mums and Dads! I loved hearing what you have 
been getting up to at home and I am so impressed with how well you are  
getting on with your home learning. I love seeing the pictures you are sending me! It is so 
nice to hear that you are managing to see each other whilst out on your daily walks and 
having zoom chats! 
I have been busy teaching the key worker children at school and doing my home learning 
at home. I have been going for lots of runs and have been trying to improve my time when 
running 5k. I have also started to bake and I made a lovely lemon drizzle cake.  
Have you been doing any baking?  
Take care, 
 
Miss Newman 

Hi lovely Otters, 
I hope you and you families are all well! It has been great to see all your learning on  
Purple Mash. I am also loving seeing some of your smiling faces in photos of you  
sharing your learning! Keep sending them as we are really enjoying seeing all the  
things you are doing at home. Since I last sent you a message I have picked up an old hobby 
 and started drawing and painting again. You are all so creative in Otters and I have missed  
watching you build, paint and draw, so you have inspired me! I hope you are all reading and 
 enjoying listening to lots of Julia Donaldson books. As you know she is my favourite children’s  
author and I hope I’ll be able to read some of her books to you very soon! I miss you all! 
Mrs Wright 

                     Hello Tawny Owls! 
  
                    I hope you are all keeping well and safe. I am so very proud of you all for  
                    keeping up with your home learning. It has been lovely to see photos of your  
learning, please keep sending them in. Thank you also for some of you that sent me a  
letter/card telling me how you are doing, it was a lovely surprise. Your Purplemash learning  
has also been fantastic. When I have been in school, I have enjoyed doing the learning  
that you are doing at home with those at school. We have also looked at shadows, signs  
of Spring, created Nature Art and chalk drawings. At home I have been busy with my  
home learning and helping my two girls with theirs. When we are not learning, we have  
been busy baking, playing family games and planting. We planted some bean seeds 
and can't wait for the beans to grow. Have you and your family planted anything? I've  
even managed to build a 1000 piece puzzle. I thought I was never going to finish it!  
  
Remember to help look after each other and keep smiling. I miss you all and hope to  
see your smiling faces soon. 
Love 
Mrs Perry 
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Hello Hedgehogs!  
I’m missing you all lots but I really enjoyed speaking to lots of you and I’ve loved  
seeing your learning on purple mash and being sent to me. It’s brings a smile to  
my face!  
I know you’ll all be working hard for your parents and I’m very proud of you for  
doing that.  
Ive been keeping myself occupied with my work at home and in school but I’ve been  
practising and learning new skills, I’ve been learning how to make some flowers out of icing!  
It is very fiddly and testing my patience! But I’m going to stick at it, hopefully by the time I  
see you I will have made a bouquet of flowers! What new skills have you learnt? I look  
forward to hearing all about them. I think Lola has loved me being at home more and has  
enjoyed her walks in the sunshine. Let’s hope the sunshine comes back soon!  
Speak soon, 
Miss May 

Dear Barn Owls, 
 
This is for you.  
  
There’s a dragon in the classroom 
Where the children used to be. 
This really is quite a strange surprise, 
For the teacher that is me. 
  
I try to teach him Maths, 
‘That’s too hard’, he howls. 
I close my eyes and remember, 
My brilliant mathematicians in Barn Owls. 
  
I try to help him with his spellings, 
‘I can’t do it’, he will say. 
I close my eyes and remember, 
The wonderful writing you did each day.   
  
The dragon and I we try our best, 
We work together, just us two. 
And we talk about how wonderful it will be, 
When we are back with you. 
  
Stay safe, keep up your brilliant learning   
Barn Owls! 
 
Love from Miss Richardson 

Hello Badgers!  
 
I hope that you and your  
families are well and keeping 
safe! It was lovely to have 
spoken to some of you this week, it 
was great to hear how you have 
been getting on with the home  
learning! I have enjoyed looking at 
your wonderful Purple Mash learning. 
I’m so proud of how hard you are all 
working.  
 
I have been enjoying the fantastic 
weather and spending lots of time 
outside in the garden. Also, my dogs 
are still keeping me busy as I’m    
walking them everyday! In between 
walks, they absolutely love             
sunbathing!!  
 
I can’t wait to hear about all the 
lovely things you have been up to at 
home with your families when we see 
each other next!  
 
Love from, 
 
Miss Burtenshaw 



 

 

The Horsell Village School  

Contact:  01483714804 or email reception@horsell-village.surrey.sch.uk 

Page 9 Issue 12— 24th  April 2020 

 

A message from the Teaching Assistants  

Hello Lovely Otters, 
I hope you are all still doing well at home and enjoying the learning challenges we have set 
for you. I have loved seeing your learning on Purple Mash and the photos on the newsletter. I 
have been doing lots of my own home learning challenges as well as looking after my 2 chil-
dren. We have been on lots of walks around the village and spent lots of time in the garden. 
We have planted strawberries and sunflowers and have been checking them every day to make sure 
they have enough water and sunlight. I even went out into the garden in the dark one evening to see 
if I could spot the Starlink Satellites as they passed by. I miss seeing your lovely smiley faces around 
school and really look forward to the day we are all able to be back together in Otters. In the mean-
time, keep up the fantastic work, I am so proud of every one of you.                                    Mrs Dukes                                                           

Hello Rabbits, 
I hope you are all safe and well and getting outside for some sunshine when you can!  The 
weather has certainly changed this week, but I have been making sure to go out when I can, 
both on my bicycle and walking in the woods.  I have been both working in school and at 
home as well as helping my three boys do their home learning.  It has been a busy six weeks 

so far!  We are still doing Joe Wicks PE everyday and so far we have done all of the Draw With Rob 
videos.  I set myself a challenge this week to complete two 1000 piece puzzles - and I've almost met 
it!  Mostly I do them in the evenings as life is very busy with science experiments, maths, writing and 
lots of dinosaur learning during the day.  Did you know that the longest dinosaur name is Micropachy-
cephalosurus!  They lived in China and were herbivores (like most dinosaurs)!  I am missing seeing your 
smiley faces at school, it is definitely not the same without you there.  However, I have loved seeing 
the home learning you are putting onto Purple Mash and the photos that have been emailed in.  It 
makes me feel very happy that you are enjoying your home learning and spending extra quality time 
with your families.  Remember to be kind to Mummy and Daddy as they probably have lots of home 
learning to do for their work too.  Maybe you can try and wash the dishes or set the table for din-
ner?  My boys are all making their own lunch every day which helps a lot! Please keep staying safe 
and we can't wait to see you back at school soon.  Lots of love and smiles,                 Mrs Shaw 

Dear Children 
How are you all? Everyone at school misses seeing your smiley faces, chatting and being so happy 
 with us. Like you I've been doing my home learning when I'm not at school, looking after some Key  
worker children. I've seen your amazing learning on Purple Mash its very creative. If you've been  
drawing and making things you've been improving using your fingers, which will help your handwriting  
and maybe if you've been cooking or helping with food you've probably been counting or weighing so 
 you're doing Maths too! Lately I've been making some cakes and blueberry muffins which disappear in 
 a flash! All my 3 children are here and seem to be extra hungry. I'm out in my garden quite a bit... one  
of my next jobs is to paint a shed and also I'm going to try and grow broccoli from seeds.  I'm reading  
A lot and always looking for new ideas for teaching and learning when we're back together again. Has  
anyone made any paper dolls? Have you been reading books too? Or maybe going onto Oxford Owl.  
That’s good if you want to listen to someone reading a page and then you have a go yourself. 
I bet, like me you've been chatting to friends and some family on the phone or maybe on Zoom?  
 Later today we are celebrating someone's birthday with lots of people on the screen, while they all 
 stay safe at home. Fingers crossed it works. 
I think of you all very often and wish you well. Enjoy your daily walk or chance to get fresh air. 
Its really good for keeping healthy. 
Until we meet again keep staying safe. 
 
Love Mrs Aughterson.  
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A message from the Teaching Assistants  

  
Hello Squirrels 
 
I hope that you are all keeping well and busy. Although I miss being at  
school everyday and spending time with you guys and doing all our 
exciting learning, I am making the most of all the spare time we have.   
This week I have been doing some online learning and practising my drawing skills.   
I am enjoying looking at all your learning on Purple Mash too. Over the weekend  
I have gardening, baking and sewing planned.  I am going to make a patchwork  
ball for Ripley, so that will be fun.  Of course I will need to keep it out of Panther's 
reach or he will have it ripped open and stuffing everywhere before you know!   
Take care, stay safe and enjoy learning with your family.   
 
Very best wishes from Mrs Child 

We hope these messages made you smile 

Have a lovely weekend from everyone here at The Horsell Village School  


